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1 Upgrading from 2.0 to 3.0

In order to allow administrators of phpBB2 boards to use phpBB3 and all of its features. There
is a convertor packed with the default installation. The conversion framework is flexible and
allows you to convert other bulletin board systems as well. Read more if you need help with
converting your board to phpBB3

The process is in the form of a PHP file, similar to the update file found in phpBB 2.0.x. The file
will take you through wizard-like screens until your phpBB is running 3.0.x. Basic instructions
and troubleshooting for doing this conversion are here.

Warning: Be sure to backup both the database and the files before attempting to upgrade.

2 Upgrading from any board software to phpBB3

In order to allow administrators of phpBB2 boards to use phpBB3 and all of its features. There
is a convertor packed with the default installation. The conversion framework is flexible and
allows you to convert other bulletin board systems as well. Read more if you need help with
converting your board to phpBB3

Note

The convertor will not harm the database of the board software you are
converting from. In case of a problem, your old board software will still
be fully operational.

2.1 Requirements

In order for the the conversion to be smooth as possible, check and prepare these items. You
will need them to perform a succesful conversion.

e An installation of phpBB3 has to be present on your server. See Section 1.1, “Require-
ments” for more information on how to install phpBB3.

e Prepare the connection details to the database where the old board was stored. If you are
unsure, you can find these details in the config file.

e Make sure the old forum is still installed on your server alongside the phpBB3 installations.
The files of the old board should be kept as is, some of them will be transferred to phpBB3
(e.g. avatars, attachments, smilies or ranks).

e The files and database need to be on the same server as the phpBB3 installation and the
files need to be in the same domain. If you are using subdomains, the files need to be in
the same subdomain.

2.2 Preliminary steps

phpBB3 needs to be installed. Once phpBB3 is installed, do not delete the install directory if you
will be converting immediately. If you will be testing and setting up your phpBB3 board prior
to the conversion and converting at a later time, rename the install directory to something
like _install. This will allow you to use your phpBB3 board. You will be needing the install
directory later for the conversion.

You will need specific convertor files for the board software you are converting from. The
phpBB2 specific convertor files are included with the phpBB3 installation files. For other board


http://www.phpbb.com/community/docs/INSTALL.html#convert
https://www.phpbb.com/support/documentation/3.0/quickstart/quick_requirements.php
https://www.phpbb.com/support/documentation/3.0/quickstart/quick_requirements.php

softwares, you will need to get the convertor files from the appropriate phpBB3 convertor topic.
These topics can be found in the [3.0.x] Convertors forum on phpBB.com

For converting from phpBB2, you only need to point your browser to
{phpBB3_root_directory}/install /index.php, click the CONVERT tab and follow the instruc-
tions. For other board softwares, you will need to upload the convertor files to the appropriate
directories. The convertor files you get will consist of two or three files, convert_xxx.php, func-
tions_xxx.php and, optionally, auth_xxx.php. The xxx will generally be the name of the software
you are converting from.

2.3

1.

Conversion steps

Install phpBB3. The old message board and the phpBB3 board need to be installed on
the same server.

. If you are converting from a board other than phpBB2, upload the convertor files which

you downloaded from the appropriate topic in the [3.0.x] Convertors forum.

Point your browser to {phpbb_root_directory} /install/index.php, click the CONVERT
tab and select the appropriate convertor from the list of available convertors.

Next you will be asked for database information. The database information you are being
asked for, is for the database that holds the tables for the board software you are converting
from. You will be presented with an option for REFRESH PAGE TO CONTINUE

CONVERSION. The default is set to YES. Normally, you will want to leave it at YES.
The NO option is mainly for test purposes.

. After entering the database information and pressing the BEGIN CONVERSION but-

ton, the convertor will verify that you have entered the correct information. If the infor-
mation is confirmed, you will have another BEGIN CONVERSION button.

After you click the BEGIN CONVERSION button, the convertor will check the con-
vertor files. If everything is okay, you will be presented with a CONTINUE CONVER-
SION button.

The convertor will now proceed to convert your old board. Pages will be displayed inform-
ing you about the progress of the conversion.

When the convertor is finished, you will see a message that the Search Index has not been
converted. You must go into the Administration Control Panel and build the SEARCH
INDEX. In the ACP, click the MAINTENANCE tab and select SEARCH INDEX
from the submenu. The default search backend index is FULLTEXT NATIVE and will
be marked active. This is normally the index that you want to use to create your search
index. For more information about search indexing, see Section 3.9.3, “Search Indexing”.

You should now check your phpBB3 board for proper operation, that permissions are set
correctly and forums & posts are displaying correctly. Also make sure files got copied from
the old location, for example avatars and smilies and attachments (if you have them.)


http://www.phpbb.com/community/viewforum.php?f=65
http://www.phpbb.com/community/viewforum.php?f=65
https://www.phpbb.com/support/documentation/3.0/adminguide/acp_maintenance.php#acp_maintenance_search
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